7/15/2019

EPaper - Daily Dispatch - 15 Jul 2019 - Page #19

DailyDispatch Monday July 15,2019

Like us on Facebook
Daily Dispatch

Follow us on Twitter
@Dispatch_DD

Call us
062 578 3098

Classified/Features 19

Whale watching is tru

ELAINE LIES

People packed the decks of the
Japanese whale-watching boat,
sereaming in joy as a pod of
orcas put on a show: splashing
tails at each other, rolling over,
and leaping out of the water.

In Kushiro, just 160km south
of Rausu, where the four dozen
people laughed and cheered,
boats had set off on Japan’s frst
commercial whale hunt in 31
years.

Killed that day were two
minke whales, which the boats
in Rausu also search for
glimpses of - a situation that
whale-watching boat captain
Masato Hasegawa confessed
had him worried.

“They won't come into thi
area - it's a national park - or
there’d be big trouble,” the 57-
year-old former pollock fish-
erman said. “And the whales we

The trend of viewing these magnificent ocean creatures is growing exponentially in
Japan, but there is huge concern about commercial hunting for their meat

saw today, the sperm whales
and orcas, aren't things they
hunt.

“But we also watch minkes,”
he added. “If they take a lot in
the [nearby] Sea of Okhotsk, we
could well sce a change, and
thatwould be too bad for whale
watching”

Whale-watching

a growing

popular spots from the south-
em Okinawa islands up to
Rausu, a fishing village on the
iskand of Hokkaido, so far north
thatiits closer to Russia than to

okyo.

The number of whale watch-
ersaround Japan has more than
doubled between 1998 and
2015, the latest year for which
national data is available. One
company in Okinawa had
18,000 customers between Jan-
vary and March this year.

In Rausu, 33451 people
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packed tour boats last year for
whale and bird-watching up
2,000 from 2017 and more than
9,000 higher than 2016. Many
stay in local hotels, eat in local
restaurants, and buy local prod-
ucts such as sea urchins and
seaweet

“Of the tourist boat business,
65% is whale watching” s: d
Tuyo Walabayasl
director of the Shiretoko Ramu
Tourism Association, who says
the mumbers grow substantally
cach year. “You don’t just see
one type of whale here,

watching is a huge tourist re-
source for Rausu and this will
continue, I hope.”

Wakabayashi was drawn to
Rausu by whale-watching ana-
tive of the western city of Osaka,
she fell in love with the area
after three trips there to see
orcas. “1 thought this was an
incredible  place,” she said.
“Winters are tough, but it's so
beautifi

Hasegawa, who says he has a
waitinglist of customers in high
season, has ordered a second

oat.

“Right now, the lifestyle we
have is good,” Hasegawa said.
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NOTICE CALLING FOR THE INSPECTION OF
THE RAYMOND MHLABA MUNICIPALITY 1ST
SUPPLEMENTARY VALUATION ROLL IN TERMS OF
THE MUNICIPAL PROPERTY RATES ACT 6 OF 2004.

Raymond Mhiaba Municipality wishes to give a notice in terms of Section 49(1) (a)() read

together with Section 78(2)of the

that the Municipalit’s1st Supplementary Valuation Roll for the period 1 July 2019 to 30 June

2023 will be open for public inspection at All Raymond Mhiaba Municipal offices and Library's

during office hours, from 24 June 2019 to 31 July 2019,

Noticssfurther giveninterms of ec 49(1)a) ) read togather with Section 76(2)of me  Wuricipal
on who

roperty Rates Act of 2004,

desires may lodge an ob]ecﬂun \with the. Muniipal Manager 1 espact of ey matier reiected
in, or omitted from the Valuation Roll within the above mentioned period.

In terms of Sect 50(2) of the Municipal rates Act 6 of 2004, an objection must be in relation to a
specific individual property and not against the Valuation Roll. The form for lodging an objection
from All Muricipal offices or the Webpage of the Raymond Mhiaba Municipality :
www.raymondmhlaba.gov.za . Completed forms must be returned to The Municipal Manager
Offices at_Po Box 36 Fort Beaufort 5720 or 8 Somerset rd. Fort Beaufort 5720 on or before

31 July 2019.

For Further enquiries please contact the Project Manager (MrBritz) at Raymond Mhiaba
Municipality Property Valuation Office at: (046) 645 7437.
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THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER

dispatch.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

RAYMOND MHLABA MUNICIPALITY

AYNOND MHLABA MUNICIPALTY

s

Local Government Municipal Property Rates Act 6 of 2004,

@ DispatchLIVE.co.za

FHOON.

“Better than it would have
been with fishing.”

Small industry

The five whaling vessels
‘moored at Kushiro port on Sun-
day, the night before the hunt
resumed, were well-used and
well-maintained. Crew mem-
bers came and went, carrying
groceries or towels, heading for
a public bath.

Barely 300 people are directly
involved with whaling around
Japan, and though the govern-
ment maintains whale meat is
an important part of food cul-
ture, the amount consumed an-
nually has fallen to only 0.1% of
total meat consumption.

Yet Japan, under Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe hlmsel.l hom
a whaling district
lulcm.\tmml Wha g
on (IWC) and n.mmcd ©
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commercial whaling on July 1.
Whaling advocates, such as
Yoshifumi Kai, head of the Ja-
pan Small-type Whaling Asso-
ciation, celebrated the hunt.

“We endured for 31 years, but
now it's all worth it” he said in
Kushiro on Monday night after
thefirst minkeswere broughtin
1o be butchered. “They'll be
whaling for a week here, we
‘may have more.” Eve ac-
knowledges that rebuilding de-
mand could be tough after dec-
ades of whale being a pricey,
hard-tofind food.

Consumption  was  wide-
spread after World War Two,
when an impoverished Japan
needed cheap profein, but fell
offater the early 1960s as other
meat grew cheaper.

“Japan has so much to cat
now that food is thrown out, so
we don't expect demand for
whale will rise that fast” said
Kazuo Yamamura, president of
the Japan Whaling Associa-
tion.

“But looking to the future, if
you don't eat whale, you forget
that it's a food” he said. “If you
cat it in school lunches, you'll
remember that, you'll remem-
ber that it's good.” Pro-whaling
lawmaker Kiyoshi Ejima said
that subsidies were unlikely, but
that the government should be
creful not to let the industry
founder. About ¥5, 1bn (§47.31-
million) was budgeted for
whaling in 2019.

“If we pull away our hands
t00soon, alotofcompanies will
fail” he added.

The goal of selling whale
throughout Japan may be im-
practical, said Joji Morishita,

Japan's former IWC commis-
sioner.
“The altern

adding that the meat is difficult
to thaw and cook.

could promote tourism, which
Abe has made a pillar of his
cconomic plan.

“Whale eating in a s
ideal ~ it's different, it's well-
known, and for better or worse,
its very famous” Morishita
said. “Taking advantage of this
IWC withdrawal, I think there
ness chances that are

Whales up dose

For Rausu, on Hokkaido's re-
mote Shiretoko Peninsula, the
viable business is whale watch-
ing

g
Foxes run through the streets
of the city’s downtown, which
clings to a narrow strip of land
below mountains and faces the
Nemuro Strait. Summer often
brings thick fog while winter
storms can leave. waisthigh

Though fishing was long

ausu’s economic backbone,
the industry has taken a hit
from  declining fish stocks,
which locals blame on Russian
trawlers and falling prices. The
population has dropped by sev-
cral hundred annually, slipping
bclawsooo this year.

asegawa, a turth genera-
tion Teherman, begen s tour
boat business in 2006. Though
the first few years were a strug-
gle, he is now happy with his
choice as Rausus reputation
grows globally.

On a recent weekday, cus-
tomers packed the parking lot
at a wharf lined with squid-
fishing boats, waiting to board
Hasegawa’s boat and those of
three  other  companies.
Hasegawa’s customers came
from all over Japan and several
foreign countrics

“Today there were more
[whale] jumps than usual; it
was fantastic,” said Kiyoko Ogi,
a 47-year-old Tokyo bus driver
who's been whale-watching in
Rausu three times. “'m really
opposed to commercial whal-
ing; sceing whales closc is so
excitin

Whale hunting was never big
in Rausu,and though Hasegawa
said there once was “trouble”
with people hunting small
Baird's beaked whales nearby,
those fishermen now stay far
from the tours and will tell him
where to find orcas and sperm
whales.

But he's dubious about whe-
ther demand for whale meat
will ever pick up. Restaurants
and hotels in Rausu avoid serv-
ing it. — Reuters
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